28 August 2001

Dates:

Abraham
2000 BC

Moses
1500 BC

David

1000 BC

Fall of Samaria 722 BC

Jerusalem destroyed 586

2nd Temple built
500

Persian Empire

· Began to expand into Greece, 1st significant interaction with Hellenism

· Developments

· Synagogue, worship outside of the temple became the mode of regular worship, when temple was rebuilt it was primarily used for festivals and Holy days

· Oral law. The 70 elders received a secret oral law from Moses. Probably a reaction to changing cultural circumstances

· Purpose – to create a hedge barrier around the law, so that Israel wouldn’t lose the covenant promise again

· Aramaic becomes the common tongue

Persia to Rome


OT closes w/ Persia in Control


NT opens w/ Rome in Control


( Intertestamental History

Alex the Great and the Hellenistic kingdoms

· Phillip of Macedonia

· 338 BC invades Greece, conquers city states one at a time

· Alex 330 BC

· Spreads empire out east to India, South to Egypt

· Upon his death, the empire is split into 3 kingdoms by his generals

· Alex’s legacy

· Divine Ruler – intro to Western culture from Egypt and Babylon

· Unified Economy – weights, measures, coinage

· Hellenism 

· City basis of society

· Koine Greek becomes the Lingua Franca
· The oikoumene (Civilized world)

· Individualism

· The Hellenistic Kingdoms

· Antigonid Greece

· Greece and Macedonia

· Selucid Syria – Capital, Antioch

· Syria, Asia Minor, India

· Ptolemaic Egypt

· Egypt, Palestine, Mediterranean Islands

· Control Palestine, allows Judaism to be practiced freely. Capital is Alexandria, which becomes Greek cultural center. LXX developed for Ptolemy’s Library @ Alexandria

~250 BC Rome controls Italy

1st Punic War, Rome takes control of west from Carthage (264-201)

2nd Punic War, Hannibal enters Italy from North, crosses the Alps, and reduces the empire to just the city and outlying areas (201)

3rd Punic war, Rome sends General Scipio to attack Carthage.

30 August 2001

Rise of Rome

140, Rome attacks Antigonid Greece in retaliation for supporting Carthage in the 1st and 2nd Punic War

Syria and Ptolemy vie for Roman support against the other

Some Really Important Dates

330
Alexander

200
Rome rules Western Mediterranean

150
Fall of Greece

Causes of the Maccabean Revolt

As long as the Jews paid their taxes, the Ptolemys were content to leave them fairly independent.

In about 190, Selucids take Palestine, and begin a program of Hellenization. Jews resist the efforts at homogenization.

Two factions:

· Pro-Greek, generally upper classes

· Anti-Greek, believe that God will again kick them out of Israel if they conform to the Syrians

Antiochus IV and the High Priesthood

· Ascends to the throne, to solidify the position in Palestine for an assault on Egypt, appoints a High Priest.

· This is unacceptable – the High Priest must be appointed by God, usually handed down from Father to Son

· The position is opened to the highest bidder

· The rightful High-Priest is outbid by his brother, a pro-Greek

· Later, a high-priest from the wrong family outbids, and wins the appointment

· The Jews see this as illegitimate, so none of the ceremonies, sacrifices, etc. are valid

· To fund the invasion into Egypt, Antiochus plunders the temple

· When Antiochus invades Egypt, the Jews revolt, throw the High Priest in jail, appoint a new, legitimate High Priest, and throw the Greek troops out of Israel

· The Romans demand that Antiochus return all lands to Ptolemy, which he concedes.

· Upon return to Palestine, he finds the land in rebellion, so he attacks Jerusalem, has thousands crucified, sacrifices a pig on the altar in the temple, sets up an altar to Zeus, outlaws Judaism.

· To enforce these rules, they send out emissaries to force villagers to defile the covenant by sacrificing to Zeus and eating pork.

· Maccabbeas revolts, and the people follow him. (168-164)

· Cleansing of the Temple, miraculous replenishment of oil is called Hanukah (Jn. 7), Feast of Lights.

Some Really Important Dates

167-164 BC, Maccabean Revolt

Judas Maccabaeus establishes the Hasmonean Dynasty, run a semi-independent kingdom.

Many Jews believe that this is the establishment of the Kingdom of Righteousness, and are looking for a son of David to establish a throne. (Messiah)

The Hasmoneans become more and more Greek, until Alex declares himself King, and rules as a Greek king, so there become Pro and Anti Greek (Hasmonean) factions

Hasadim are conservative, Orthodox jews, who are Anti-Greek (the Macabees)

Zadokites are priests who opposed Antiochus’ appointment of a High Priest, they develop into the Sadducees, support the Hasmonians

Maccabees become more and more pro-greek

Purisim develop in reaction to the liberal Sadducees, opposes the Hasmonians, become the Pharisees.

Back to Rome …

Pompey marches through Asia minor, into Palesitne, and liberates it for Rome

Pompey settles dispute between two brothers, chooses one to rule Palestine, lays siege to the other in Jerusalem.

Some really Important Dates

63 BC – Fall of Syria/Judea

Pompey returns to Rome, is lauded as a hero, alliance forms against him

The 1st Triumvirate

· Pompey rules Spain

· Caesar rules Gaul

· Crassus rules the East

Caesar is elected as Consul of Rome in 50 BC, which gives him more power than Pompey. The Senate annuls the election, so Caesar invades Italy with his armies. The Senate calls Pompey to defend them, Caesar wins, drives Pompey to Egypt, where the rulers cut off his head and send it back to Caesar.

Senate elects Caesar to the office of Dictator (for 6 months, he rules with absolute power) to clean up the empire after all of these Civil Wars. Caesar declares himself Dictator for Life. He is stabbed to death.

Octavian leads the armies, who wish to avenge the death of Caesar, a second civil war breaks out. The Armies win, so a 2nd Triumvirate is established

· Octavian, Western Empire

· Lepidus, killed quickly

· Mark Antony, Eastern Empire

Octavian was very deferential toward the Senate, treated them with respect, so they loved him. Mark Antony was not very well liked by the Senate. While in Egypt, he marries Cleopatra, has two kids.

Senate sends Octavian to bring Antony back to Rome, Antony and Cleopatra commit suicide. Octavian becomes the sole ruler, loved by the Senate, so they don’t intervene. With death of Cleopatra, Egypt falls under the control of Rome. (30 BC)

Senate keeps adding to Octavian’s power and authority. They create an office, Princeps, meaning 1st Citizen. They confer on him the ancient religious title of Augustus, meaning the revered one, which essentially makes him the Emperor (27BC-AD14)

Establishes the Pax Romanna, stabilizes the economy, the political climate, etc. Very good ruler. When he dies, cults spontaneously arise to worship him as a God.

During the Civil Wars, a family in Palestine grew in power.

· Antipater, the father

· Fazimel? The brother

· Herod the Great

· Goes to Rome, is named “King of the Jews”

· They tell him to go home, raise an army, and kick out the Hasmoneans.

· He does, rules from 37-4 BC

· The Jews don’t like him, becomes he’s an Edomite and not a Jew, very brutal, but modernizes the country, establishes great works and greek cities.

· Rebuilt the temple.

