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Answer the following questions as concisely, yet thoroughly, as possible. Your answers should be 4-5 paragraphs in length (25 pts. Each)
1) New Orleans holds a unique place in the history of American Music. What musical traditions, cultural factors, and historical events led to the creation of Jazz in New Orleans in the early 20th Century? As Jazz progressed from New Orleans in the 1910’s and 20’s to become Be Bop in the 1950’s, what musical steps did it go through along the way, and how were these steps distinct from each other?

2) Choose one decade of American music between 1950 and 1979 (50’s, 60’s, or 70’s). Give the general theme of music for that decade, as given in class. Choose one genre of contemporary music that was prominent in that decade. Discuss the musical and cultural factors that contributed to it’s rise, name one artist who was important to the genre in that decade, and describe how that genre influenced the music that followed.

Extra Credit (5 pts.) Why unique contribution to music did Phil Spector and George Martin make?
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